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carries us into the arms of the " leader," But I
am also aware of having more in common with an
honest young Catholic or with an open-minded
Protestant than with a Communist who without
qualms of conscience and without further thought
destroys his comrade of yesterday, The decline of
the Communist movement has taught me the
absolute necessity of keeping alive a certain number
of moral principles.

I do not believe in a personal God, but I believe
it is necessary to revere godliness upon earth, as it
reveals itself in beauty, justice, freedom, truth, and
love. These conceptions are indeed eternal, and
Marxism does no more than explain and interpret
their various transient shapes and permutations.
All we shall gain by forming a hypocritical and
opportunist alliance with clericalism is that we shall
alienate the genuine, revolutionary youth of believers
for whom clericalism is the worst enemy of all.

He who controls the youth of a country controls
its future. In Germany, the triumph of Fascism
was due to the hold it had obtained over youth. In
Spain, on the other hand, it was the youth of the
nation that stood in the vanguard of the struggle
against Fascism. In Holland, again, the Com-
munist party has dissolved its youth movement, and
is now endeavouring by means of dough-nut binges